
 

                           
 

 

 
 

No chapter meeting in December,  
but we’re just an email or phone call away…. 

Also remember our website, acadianahibiscus.com is 
always there with invaluable advice and information. 

 
 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone.  Many thanks to all those members who helped to make 

2016 a great year for the chapter.  Our show was a hit especially the “hibiscus for a veteran” 

program.  We had a record setting number of blooms entered.  Didn’t think we could beat last 

year’s record, but we did.  We also added more than ten new members.   

Hope everyone was able to prepare their hibiscus for the cold weather we had at the end 

of November.  I almost got caught but with help from my husband, Larry, I was able to get most 

of mine in the greenhouse and the rest covered and protected.   

Don’t forget to cut your hibiscus back at least a third and root those cuttings. 

MBAC President,  Sandy Scheuermann 
 

 
 

2017 Calendar Update 
 

Congratulations! We have surpassed the initial order of 200 
calendars. Pre-orders have been set aside and need to be picked 
up or delivered. If you ordered calendars and you desire us to 
mail them then we will ask that you include a small additional 
charge for postage. Single mailing will be $1.25. For multiples, 
you will be notified of the cost after shipment. 

If you desire to pick up your 
calendars, please let Buddy 
know you will pick them up.  
 

Last week an additional 50 calendars were ordered with about 30 of 
those already committed to and the RSHA & NOLA Christmas parties 
in the near future. If you intend to give out a calendar for Christmas 
or the New Year, then it is imperative that you let Buddy know 
immediately. These few will go fast! 

Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter 

American Hibiscus Society 

www. 

 

 
 

 

Lata Johnson 

Jennie Marcantel 
 



 
 

Buddy’s Blooms and Things 
 

Well, “were you prepared or did those two really cold mornings this past weekend catch without 

proper preparation?” If you were unprepared then take those two mornings as a warning and do 

something about it. 

  

Since Wintering plants is something that we must tackle annually I thought this month we would revisit 

some past “excellent” information from two experts on the subject of growing and caring for our 

wonderful hibiscus plants through our winter months. 

  

The first article was written by our deceased friend, Barry Schlueter. I considered Barry to be one of 

the most knowledge individuals in the entire hibiscus family and his thoughts on Winterizing plants are 

exceptional. Barry lived in Houston and in my view was the foremost hybridizer in our entire society. 

What you might find interesting is that Barry grew many of his beloved creations in the ground. 

Surprised? You should be! With some care, there is a way. 

  

Here are some of his thoughts on Wintering plants..............  

  
It seems to us that winter just ended, and a most memorable winter season it was.  But alas, we’ve now 
endured a very hot summer and the dark side of our year is on its way back to Houston.  Soon that 
August heat won’t seem nearly so awful. 
 

Are you ready for this coming winter?  Will you be when it arrives?  A November frost is not so rare here, 
but many years the hibiscus outside stay happy through Christmas in Houston.  Surely we are due for a 
mild winter year after enduring last winter.  But given the variables, your only hope is to stay connected to 
weather reports beginning November 1.  And Be Prepared. 
 

Here in October we can make the most important decisions of the winter by deciding which potted exotic 
hibiscus will endure the winter in which locations.  Some hobbyists use colored flags in pots or a splash of 
spray paint on outside of pots to remind us where to put that pot when the first cold weather whistles into 
town.  Even that minimal planning will save some plants and some anxiety. 
 

We put our most precious plants in the warmest locations.  Most of us lack huge and spacious 
greenhouse facilities, but we have some sort of greenhouse or porch or warm brick wall or heated garage 
or oak tree which can save a plant.  And those plants hardest to replace will naturally get the warmest 
location for winter. 
 

At the other end of the value spectrum, our big rootstock plants at best get dragged underneath an oak 
tree where they will benefit from the few degrees of protection the tree offers.  Other, more valuable 
hibiscus get a spot near a covered porch where they can easily be shifted under the overhang for a few 
nights white frost or freeze is an issue.  Making all those decisions now, during mild weather, is perfect 
activity for this month. 
 

Other essential activities for October hibiscusing involve editing your collection of hibiscus.  You know 
which ones have produced so few flowers this year; will you really keep those another year on the off 
chance that a Best of Show something will emerge on the perfect show date from that stingy bloomer?  
Even if that happens, will other hobbyists assume that the winning variety blooms well, and struggle to 
acquire their own plant, helping keep in commerce an unworthy, stingy bloomer?  Consider discarding 
such shy bloomers, for all our sakes. 
 

Assuming your winter facilities are in good repair, your last October chore is to conquer any disease you 
find in your collection.  Giving a clean plant a winter home makes for some delightfully carefree winter 
months, but spider mites, midge, mealy bugs, and fungus disease love the reduced air circulation of 
winter locales.  IF you put diseased plants into a greenhouse, or crowd them onto a porch, disease is 
guaranteed to spread and give you the wintertime blues. 
  



If you have grounded hibiscus, their chances of winter survival are best if well established, but if you 
intend to plant some in October, here are some guidelines.  Select planting spots on the south side of 
your home where the house deflects north and northwest winds.  Choose locations near heat retaining 
structures like swimming pools, brick or stone walls, or masonry floors or walkways.  Hibiscus will love the 
heat such locations give back to them at night.   
 

For grounded hibiscus, the more wood you can protect from cold, the sooner rebloom will occur in spring 
or summer.  Some of us saw this happen in 2010 when hibiscus came back from freezing to the  ground 
but didn’t bloom until late summer.  Using layers to insulate your grounded plant will work best, starting 
with coarse burlap or cotton, kept dry by a layer or two of sheet plastic pinned down to resist winds.  But 
in warm winter days the plastic has to be removed to avoid cooking the covered plants.  Likewise, 
greenhouses must have plentiful ventilation here, to allow escape of hot air when temperatures rise. 

 

Oversized tomato cages can protect lots of hibiscus wood if covered with fabrics and plastic, or even if 
filled with leaves or pine needles.  Get the cages in place in October and organize your cage-covering 
materials so they are ready for use when cold weather arrives.  Well watered hibiscus will experience less 
cold damage than dry hibiscus, and spraying foliage with products like Wilt Pruf before the cold front will 
provide a few degrees of protection, as will lightweight row cover fabric if you can keep it in place 
opposing the winds. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bloom Break 
 

       
                Whispering Wind              Big Boss        Blue Ballerina 
 __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our second expert is Charles Black, from Hidden Valley Hibiscus in Southern California. Charles 

takes the time to put down in writing the answers to many of the questions that you and others have 

asked about over wintering your plants. If you think of any other questions let me know. 

  
Hibiscus in Winter 

Answers to Commonly Asked Questions 
 

Overwintering hibiscus is a huge topic for some many of us. These are the questions we get asked daily 
at this time of year with answers that we hope will help others too. 
 
Should I prune now or wait until spring? 
Prune in fall only if the plants will be spending the winter in mild conditions that promote at least some 
growth. Fall pruning usually results in a lot of new growing points that harden up as fall moves into winter. 
A prolonged or very cold freeze can damage or kill these new growth shoots. But if you know your 
hibiscus won’t be exposed to a prolonged or very cold freeze, then it is safe to prune them in fall. The 
short new stems won’t grow more than about an inch during the winter. Then when spring warmth arrives, 
they will take off and produce flowers much earlier than if you had waited to prune in the spring. 
 
If I prune in fall, some stems mold and rot starting at the site of the cut. Can I prevent that? 
Yes, that does happen sometimes when pruning is done when the weather is cooler and wetter. When 
pruning in those conditions, it is best to seal the cut with a tree wound or graft sealant immediately after 
making the cut. There are several products available for this purpose. Our favorite, Pruning Sealer, 



comes in a spray bottle and doesn’t require painting the sealant with a brush. A good sealant prevents 
fungus spores from landing in the fresh cut and infecting the plant at the cut point. 
 
Should I stop fertilizing in winter? 
No, this is a common myth, but it’s not a good idea. Hibiscus are tropical and, if given a warm 
environment, will grow and bloom year-round. When healthy, they are never truly dormant, and so require 
a steady stream of nutrients to maintain optimal health. For those who feed every time they water or 
every other time, cutting back on fertilizer to an appropriate level occurs naturally. This is because instead 
of watering every day, as is often the case in summer heat, water is only needed once or twice a week, or 
even less. Less watering means you’re applying less fertilizer to the hibiscus. Since hibiscus don’t need 
as much fertilizer as when they are rapidly growing and forming big flowers, this works out well. If you 
fertilize once a week or on another time-oriented schedule, you should continue to do so, but cut the 
amount of fertilizer mixed in the water by half. Only hibiscus stored in a cold and dark garage or 
basement should have almost all fertilizer stopped, but we recommend this way of overwintering only as a 
last resort. In better conditions a reasonable amount of fertilizer should be given the hibiscus throughout 
the winter. 
 
Any hibiscus fertilizer is better than none, but for hibiscus wintered indoors, the higher the level of 
nutrition the better. A good fertilizer will help mitigate the stress of living indoors in a lower-light, low-
humidity environment. Our HVH Houseplant Formula was designed specifically for hibiscus grown in 
these stressful indoor conditions and provides everything your hibiscus could possibly need indoors in 
one formula. If you use it all winter, every time you water, your hibiscus will have their best chance at 
staying happy and healthy indoors, and be ready to burst into bloom when they go back outside in the 
spring. If you have sunny windows indoors, they may even continue to bloom through the winter. 
 
My hibiscus grew so much this summer than they need to be transplanted. Should I transplant 
now or wait till spring? 
Wait until next spring or early summer to transplant hibiscus. The exception to this is if the hibiscus will 
spend the winter in very warm conditions. For example, one of our fellow hibiscus lovers built a fully 
enclosed grow room inside his garage, complete with 1000 watt HID lights, and a heating system that 
keeps the room above 70°F (21°C) all winter. In conditions like this, hibiscus can continue to grow 
vigorously and transplanting them is no problem in fall or winter. 
 
When should I move my hibiscus inside for winter – at the last minute before cold sets in or 
earlier? 
Over the years, we have had better luck moving them inside before they are stressed by the increasing 
cold. Oftentimes people leave the plants outside until too late – until the first frosty night alerts them that 
it’s time to move them in. The problem with this is that the hibiscus make the stressful move into the 
house just after being weakened by the outside cold. In our experience, it’s better if they are moved when 
still strong and healthy. Another factor is that tip die-back disease increases once the weather cools down 
in fall, but does not happen nearly as often once the plants are moved inside. 
 
I have fairly good windows inside for my hibiscus, but no direct sun in winter. Is this good 
enough? 
Remember, the most important need for hibiscus in winter is warmth, the more the better. They also need 
some light so, if the windows are not able to provide enough, placing any type of lamp near the hibiscus 
will help them get sufficient light to stay healthy. Light is a cumulative thing for plants – what matters is the 
total amount of light they receive from all sources throughout the day and night. If a light can be left on all 
night that is a big help, or if one can be place on a timer so that it shines 18 hours a day near the hibiscus 
that will make a difference, too. Growth and blooms are not that important in winter – what we are after is 
maintaining a healthy green plant until next spring and for that the hibiscus need mainly warmth with at 
least some light. 
 
My hibiscus are planted in the ground and can’t be moved during winter. What can I do to protect 
them? 
In climates like southern California where temperatures rarely go below 30°F (-1°C), some people have 
reported success using frost cloth to cover their hibiscus at night. Also called row covers, this lightweight 
woven material is able to trap heat inside while still allowing water and light to penetrate. The heavier 
versions of it are best and claim to provide up to 10 degrees of protection if used properly. If you try 
these, be sure to get enough to cover the hibiscus and to hang all the way down to the ground because 
they work by trapping heat that comes out of the ground at night. It is also possible to place lights, such 
as outdoor Christmas lights, under the frost cloth and the heat that these give off adds an extra amount of 



protection. On very cold nights, dripping water into the root-zone throughout the night can help even 
more, because flowing water is always warmer than freezing and will keep the roots of the hibiscus from 
freezing. 

 
I hope you picked up a few pointers from these two experts. The next move is up to you or as Ole 

Boudreaux would say, “WELL DONE IS ALWAYS BETTER THAN WELL SAID”....Get 

busy...............Happy Thanksgiving everyone..................Buddy 
 

 
 

Name That Bloom 
 

Can you name these blooms????   
Email a list of the blooms to me at ann@acadianahibiscus.com.  

The member with the most correct will win a special prize along with a plant to be  
delivered at the February meeting.  There will be a drawing if there are multiple winners.  

Don’t miss out on the fun! 
 

                         
    

                  
 

Congratulations to Lorraine Kizziar, the November Winner! 
 

       
Blueberry Thrill, Hoochie Coochie, Storm Memories, Wild at Heart, Nectar Pink, Yehudi 

1 

 

2 3 

4 5 6 

mailto:ann@acadianahibiscus.com


 

 

Please note that the Sweepstakes winners from the MBAC Show were incorrect in the October-

November-December issue of the Seed Pod.  The correct show winners will be printed in the 

January-February-March issue. 

 
 

MBAC Officers for 2017 
 

Officer Elections were held at the November Meeting. Our 2017 leaders are: 
 

President – Sandy Scheuermann 

Vice President – Ryan Perry 

Secretary – Charlotte Lege’ 
 

Treasurer – Buddy Short 

Member Liason – Connie Chauvin 

Déjà vu 

 
 

What did you miss at the AHS Fall Meeting in Tampa, Florida? 

A lot of fun and a lot of business! 
 

Here is a recap of the business: 

 
The following were discussed a motion made and a vote taken approving these changes.  They will be 

published in the Seed Pod. At the Convention in June they will be voted on by the general membership 

for approval. 

  

AHS Bylaws, Page 1 Article II Objectives, Change Item 3 as follows 

  

3. To support the official nomenclature listing maintained by the International Hibiscus Society 

and register seedlings with same. 

  

AHS Bylaws, Page 4 Article VI, Change item (d.) 

  

d. Gather pertinent information concerning Society and chapter activities for publication. Each 

chapter shall be assigned a quarter (of year) to contribute a write-up along with photos to the Seed Pod 

Editor of events involving the chapter.  The Chapter President shall be responsible for getting the 

chapter news to the Seed Pod Editor or appoint a chapter member to be responsible for doing so prior 

to the deadline dictated by the Seed Pod Editor. 

  

AHS Bylaws, Page 4 Article VI, Add Item (g) 

  

g. Once the proof of the Seed Pod is received by the Editor, it shall be distributed to the Directors 

for proofing. Each Director shall have three days following receipt to proof the Seed Pod and respond 

to the Seed Pod Editor. 

  

AHS Bylaws, Page 6 Article VII Second Vice President, Remove item (f) 



 

(f)     Chair the National awards committee  

  

AHS Bylaws, Page 8 Section 3 Directors and Duties, Change Item (1) 

  

(1)   A chairperson will be elected by the board in even years on the Sunday following the presentation 

of the new class of Directors 

  

AHS Bylaws, Page 10 Section 2 Standing Committees and Duties, Remove Item (d)  

 

(d) National Awards Committee etc. 

  

Seedling Evaluation 

 

2. Committee members shall elect or re-elect a chairperson at the National Convention in odd 

number years. The size of the committee is set at a minimum of eight members being comprised of two 

from Florida, two from Louisiana, two from Texas, one from the islands, and one Member-at-Large.  

There will be two alternate members included in the ten total members who will handle the classes of 

blooms where a committee member has a bloom in the class.  The alternates shall not be active 

participants in the seedling category. 

  

7. Change “Hibiscus of the Year to “Seedling of the Year”. 

  

 c. Remove “scion wood for grafting”. 

  

The Fall Meeting  

  

This item was discussed a motion made and a vote taken to do away with the Fall Meeting. 

If this item passes the following changes will need to be made. 

  

AHSBylaws, Page 5 Article VII, Replace item 4 

 

(4) Meeting attendance:  Any board member who fails to attend the National Convention without valid 

written explanation or extenuating circumstances may be replaced at the discretion of the AHS 

President with the approval of a majority of the board of Directors. 

  

AHSBylaws, Page 15 Article X, Section 2, Change Item (a) 

  

(a) The Board of Directors shall hold one meeting each year. It is to be held in conjunction with the 

annual AHS Convention. At the time of the annual meeting, the committee of the Society may meet at 

the call of the President, the Committee Chairperson, or a majority of the board of Directors. The date 

and time of the next National Convention shall be among the last items on the agenda. 

 

Seedling Evaluation Committee: Appointed members to the committee are Ann Peltier for Louisiana 

and Joyce Melbeck as alternate one.  The committee as it stands is: Florida (Gary Mathews and Paul 

Zinzer), Texas (Cindy Adkins and Greg Graves), Louisiana (Janelle Alvis and Ann Peltier), Member-

at-Large (Sam Andrews), Islands (Lillian Lopez-Farara), and Alternate #1 (Joyce Melebeck), Alternate 

#2 (TBD). 



 

Chapter Growth Committee:  There are several chapters that are doing well (James E. Hendry, Space 

City, New Orleans, Red Stick, Mike Bernard Acadiana to name a few).   

 

Show and Judging Rules Committee:  Show directors should be talking to the seedling exhibitors to 

reinforce the Seedling Evaluation Rules.  A question was brought up as to how old the seedling plants 

should be prior to showing in a show.  It is more about the size of the plant than its age.  Seedling 

shown in the Spring of 2016 show season should be able to have plants ready for the entire seedling 

evaluation committee by the June Convention 2017.  Best of Show Seedling winners have almost a 

year to get plants to the committee, but if the original plant is not large enough to make eight cuttings it 

should not be shown in the show.  Motion was made and seconded that if a hybridizer does not want to 

enter into the Seedling Evaluation process to pursue Seedling of the Year, he/she should enter it under 

the appropriate category (amateur, collector, open collector, commercial or miniature). 

 

2017 AHS National Convention:  Convention will be held at the Embassy Suites in Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana from June 22-25.  There will be a hospitality room open for refreshments.   Be prepared to 

attend and assist the Red Stick Chapter in hosting this national meeting. 

 
 

The Fun! 
 

Do you know how hard it is to find a Margarita when traveling from 

Louisiana to South Florida?  Oh but the reward is so sweet when you are 

finally successful!  Thanks to Outback Steakhouse in Gainesville for 

serving wonderful margaritas after a 6-hour search.  From crossing four 

lanes of traffic during rush hour to missed exits, to parking lot drives 

that turned into interstate on-ramps, to exploding diet cokes in the 

elevator, to Mexican restaurants with no margaritas, to late nights by the 

pool shivering in the cold, we found time to visit and shop at a plumeria 

nursery, The Exotic Plumeria, and shop at the Holiday Market at the 

Florida State Fairgrounds, an Exxon station, and a citrus market, and 

bask in the beautiful sunlight under moss laden oak trees on the 

picturesque patio of the East Tampa Hilton Garden Inn with wonderful friends!  Our last night on the 

road found us at Felix’s Fishcamp for a wonderful dinner (our usual going lunch, but they hid the exit 

sign).  Our last day on the road found us at the home of Todd & Janelle Alvis to drop plants, visit, and 

check out the greenhouses, then it was on to drop Damon in Baton Rouge, Carolyn in Scott, then a two 

hour visit in the McDonald’s parking lot in Jennings with my son where we met so I could pick up my 

sweet Tucker. 

Another wonderful, but always eventful trip to South Florida! 
 

 

 

Many thanks to Dupont Nursery for their always generous 
donation of plants for the Fall Meeting Raffle. 

 

 



For your viewing pleaure… 
a few seedlings of Todd & Janelle Alvis 

 

       

  Kendall’s Watercolors   Ian’s Sunny Fellow         Ruth’s Blush 
 

          

                  Janelle’s Pink Elephant              Wild Cherry Delight     Janelle’s Painted Desert 
 

 
 

 
 

                                  

                        
 

 

 

 

 
 

Have something you would like to share with the members in the newsletter? 

Submit it by the 15
th

 of the month to your  

Newsletter Editor, Ann Peltier @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com. 

 

2016 MBAC Board 
 

President ~ Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com 

Vice President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com 

Secretary ~ Charlotte Lege’ ~ 337-351-1048 ~ petitema51@yahoo.com 

Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com 

Member Liaison – Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4559@gmail.com 

Past President – Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com 
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